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Plumbing approval process

1. Determine the work category 

2. Work category will determine approvals process and 

forms to use

3. Forms then part of public record 
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Categories of work

• Category 1: Low risk

• Category 2A: Low risk (non-notifiable)

• Category 2B: Low risk (notifiable)

• Category 3: Notifiable

• Category 4: Permit
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Category 1

• Type: low risk

• Who: owner, competent person, licensed plumber

• Prior approval: none

• Post construction reporting: none
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Category 2A

• Type: low risk (non-notifiable)

• Who: licensed plumber

• Prior approval: none

• Post construction reporting: none
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Category 2B

• Type: low risk (notifiable)

• Who: licensed plumber

• Prior approval: none

• Post construction reporting: notice of low risk 

work (Form 80) to permit authority
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Category 3

• Type: notifiable

• Who: licensed plumber

• Prior approval: certificate of likely compliance

• Post construction reporting: standard of work 

certificate (Form 71B) to permit authority



Category 4

• Type: permit

• Who: licensed plumber

• Prior approval: plumbing permit 

• Post construction reporting: standard of work 

certificate (Form 71B) to permit authority
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Approved forms
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Protection work 

• Needed to protect neighbouring 

properties/people

• E.g where doing deep trenching and 

excavation work
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Why is protection work important?

12Collapse at Hobart Myer site July 2016



When is protection work required?

• Excavation/trenching work that could damage 

adjoining property e.g:

– Along property boundary

– Within 3 metres of neighbouring building

– To a level below neighbour’s footings

– Excavation “zone of influence” may affect 

adjoining property
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What does protection work involve?

• Steps to protection adjoining premises/people in 

area e.g: 

– Barrier to prevent someone falling into 

excavation/trench

– Shoring up trench or adjoining property to avoid 

collapse
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Everyone is responsible for protection work

1. Incorporated into plumbing designs

2. Permit authority assesses adequacy of protection 

work when determining approval applications

3. Owner to notify neighbours and reach 

agreement

4. Carry out protection work before doing 

other work

5. Assess adequacy of protection work 

throughout job 15



Wastewater systems

• Must be accredited (see CBOS website)

• Only exception is a unique system

• Installation must be designed by a suitably 

qualified designer

• Always permit work 

• Ongoing maintenance
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